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Richard C. Harwood is founder and president of The Harwood Institute for Public Innovation, a nonprofit catalytic organization dedicated to helping people imagine and act for the public good. For nearly two decades, Harwood has led the charge to redeem hope in our politics and public life, discovering how to create change in the face of negative conditions. He has developed new kinds of leaders and civic-minded organizations in dozens of communities across the country. Harwood has devoted his energies to spreading a vision for what American society should be and putting innovative practices to use on the ground to turn that vision into reality.

In 1988, Harwood founded what became The Harwood Institute. The Institute works in communities across the country, guided by these core values:
· We believe in the innate goodness of individuals and the possibility for change. 

· We seek for people to imagine and act for the public good so we can do the unfinished work of our communities and the nation.  
· We are creating conditions for people to tap their potential to make a difference and join together to build a common future.  

· Our aim is to ignite a sense of possibility and hope in America.  
· We must create more advocates for public life. 
The Harwood Institute has put these values into practice as it has worked to grow the civic strength of communities from Flint, Michigan, to Las Vegas; to help leaders authentically engage their communities from Newark to San Francisco; to develop the capacity of civic-minded organizations from housing corporations to arts groups to faith-based organizations; and to improve the political conduct of citizens, leaders, and news media across the nation. Today, The Harwood Institute continues its work to develop the sensibilities and practices of public innovators and organizations working to create change in their communities.
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